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Postinfectious glomerulonephritis is an immune-mediated disease occurring as a result of the host response to an extrarenal infection. The classical form of poststreptococcal disease is decreasing worldwide but remains a significant health care problem in developing countries, especially in children. In industrialised countries postinfectious glomerulonephritis is now primarily due to non-streptococcal disease. In elderly patients with risk factors such as diabetes mellitus, alcohol-dependency or neoplasia and in intravenous drug users postinfectious glomerulonephritis is most often associated with staphylococcal infections of various locations. Compared to the good outcome of classical poststreptococcal glomerulonephritis the severity of the nephritic syndrom is increased and the prognosis is worse, especially if pre-existing renal disease such as diabetic or vascular nephropathy is present. The recognition and adequate therapy, often including surgical measures, of the primary focus of infection is of utmost importance to improve the outcome of this condition. Especially in patients with diabetic foot syndrome and in intravenous drug users with signs of infection and renal insufficiency or abnormal urinalysis, there should be a high index of suspicion for postinfectious glomerulonephritis.